












KOSAIR KID
MEET ALEX NELSON

Sheree and Mark Nelson always 
knew their little boy Alex had trouble 
fi ghting off  common childhood viruses, 
struggling when other children seemed 
to bounce back much quicker.

“It has always been a worst case 
scenario with Alex,” states Sheree. 
“When people get a virus, the doctor 
might say, it’s just a virus; let it take 
its course. Symptoms can last up to 10 
days. With Alex that would mean he 
would absolutely have the illness for 
10 days, many times longer.”

In September 2008, Alex had just  
fi nished a typical round of antibiotic 
treatment for Strep throat and started 
complaining about stomach pains. 
For two full days, he was unable to 
keep anything down and was sick 
every 45 minutes, with both vomiting 
and diarrhea. Th is bout of what was 
assumed a normal stomach virus lasted 
off  and on for two weeks.

Th e pediatrician was convinced that 
it was just a virus and Alex would 
eventually fi ght it off , but Sheree’s 
motherly instinct told her something 
wasn’t right.

“Alex would scream and hold his 
stomach and head, then be so wiped 
out he didn’t have the energy to tell me 
what was wrong,” said Sheree. “Th e 
doctors fi nally came back and told 
us his white blood count was off  the 
charts and it was time to send him to 
Kosair Children’s Hospital for a full 
evaluation.”

As symptoms persisted and new ones 
developed, it was much easier for 
the doctors to begin pinpointing the 
problem.

“Th ey rushed Alex to the hospital and 
diagnosed him almost immediately 
with viral meningitis and caesuras,” 
added Mark. “Th e doctors were 
amazing and began trying to fi gure out 
why our little boy was so ill.”

After a horrendous week of fi ghting 
through the pain of meningitis, it was 
discovered that Alex also had viral 
encephalitis and a virus which causes 
the body to attack both good and bad 
cells in the brain, ultimately causing 
excruciating pain and swelling.

Alex was at the hospital for two and a 
half weeks. During that time, he was 
seen by occupational, physical and 
speech therapists who assisted him in 
learning to talk, eat, drink and even to 
walk on his own all over again. 

“Before Alex left the hospital, he was 
able to get out of bed on his own and 
walk to the bathroom with assistance,” 
said Mark. “Th at was an amazing feat 
in itself, but we knew we had a long 
road ahead of us.”

After a hard-fought battle, Alex is 
fi nally the happy, health boy he once 

was – all because of the tremendous 
support of Kosair Children’s Hospital 
and Kosair Charities.

“Th ere were points where I honestly 
didn’t know if I would ever have my 
Alex back again,” said Sheree. “Th e 
staff  at the hospital got me through the 
hardest months of our lives.”

Kosair Charities is Kosair Children’s 
Hospital’s largest benefactor. In 2007, 
Kosair Charities made a 20-year 
commitment to provide $130 million 
in support of programs and services at 
the hospital. Th e largest portion of the 
grant will cover the costs of medical 
treatment and services for children 
whose families cannot aff ord to pay. 

“I made deals with God when Alex was 
sick that if I could just see him smile 
again, I would never ask for anything 
else,” added Sheree. “Because of 
Kosair Children’s Hospital and Kosair 
Charities, my prayers were answered.”
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HIGH FLYERS

MONARCH BALL
Herb Zimmerman of AAHMED GROTTO (left) 
and Hikmet Kutlu, Director of Development at the 
Humanitarian Foundation of Grottoes of North America 
(right) presented a check for $3,000 to Jo Barrett to support 
Kosair Charities. Each year, the organization recognizes 
the charity with a contribution at the Monarch Ball. Th e 
Humanitarian Foundation is a Kosair Charities grant 
recipient that provides dental care to disabled children.

LEMONADE STAND
Joseph, Serah, Leah, Manetta, Tess and Rebekah (not 
pictured) raised $24 by selling lemonade, fruit punch and 
other drinks. Th e money will be used to purchase stuff ed 
animals for Bears on Patrol.

SOCIETY OF GOVERNMENT MEETING PROFESSIONALS
Attendees at the Society of Government Meeting 
Professionals convention in May donated more than 
$9,200 to support Kosair Kids. Th e annual convention, 
which draws nearly 1,000 meeting professionals, highlights 
a local charity and collects donations for the organization. 

DTS
DT’s Tavern in Louisville raised $6,300 – the highest 
amount to date – at its annual golf outing. DT’s ownersTina 
and David Gardner recruit vendors, friends, workers and 
customers to participate in the event. Th is year, more than a 
dozen hole sponsors, and more than 80 golfers contributed. 
Pictured left to right: Randy Coe, Steve Esterle, Tina 
Gardner, Joe Jansing and Kevin Walsh
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BREAK OUT RIDE
Bikers from Down2Ride of Kentucky and Ohio, Made Men of Ohio, Hea 
V Hitter$ of Kentucky, 4 Horsemen of Indiana, Street Ridaz of Ohio and 
Incredibles of Ohio sponsored the 2009 Break Out Ride and raised $700 
for Kosair Kids. Th e ride, which drew 320 riders, ran from Toledo, Ohio 
to Louisville, Kentucky.

LOUISVILLE ALL–STAR CHEERLEADING
Teddy bears donated to Bears on Patrol from the Louisville All-Star 
Cheerleading will bring a bit of cheer to the faces of children in distress.

KENTUCKY FARM BUREAU
Th anks to employees at Kentucky Farm Bureau who collected and donated 
bears for the Bears on Patrol program.

SPECIAL THANKS
Th anks to Peggy and Dorothy Maloney and the 4th Avenue United 
Methodist Church for their contributions to Bears on Patrol. Also, Justin 
Wilson and friends at Southeast Christian Church collected toys for the 
Kosair Kids holiday party. 

WINGS FOR KIDS
Wings for Kids, an annual event hosts by the River City Radio Flyers 
raised $12,200 for Kosair Kids. Th e air show features radio controlled 
airplanes and other activities.

After 44 years of supporting Kosair 
Charities through the annual 
Brotherhood Banquet, the Raisok 
Shrine Club and the Elizabethtown 
Knights of Columbus have raised 
nearly $1 million for Kosair Kids.

Th e idea for the event came from two 
friends – William J. Harris and Th omas 
R. Clark, Sr. – and began over a cup 
of coff ee. Th is year’s banquet, held in 
February, raised $20,000.

“Th is could not have been accomplished 
without the generous support and 
donations from the many people of 
Hardin County and surrounding areas 
who donated merchandise, time, help 
and money to our joint auction. Th ank 
you for contributing to a great cause,” 
said Raisok Shrine Club President John 
Leslie.

Trevor Berger, Bill Tucker, Jim Deneen, John 
Leslie, Tom Clark and Greg Dearborn (pictured 
left to right) presented a check for $20,000 to 
Kosair Charities. Th e money was raised at the 44th 
Annual Brotherhood Banquet earlier this year.

RAISOK 
SHRINE CLUB 
AND KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS 
RAISE NEARLY
$1 MILLION

Photo courtesy of Doug Eddins
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With beaming smiles and, at times, misty eyes, inductees 
of the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2009 or their 
representatives spoke to the banquet crowd of some 450 people 
in April, at Louisville’s Crowne Plaza hotel. Th e careers of eight 
Kentucky athletic standouts were celebrated along with 
recognition of the bright promise of the two Kentucky Farm 
Bureau High School Athletes of the Year. Proceeds from the 
Kentucky Derby Festival event benefi t Kosair Charities.

Joining 225 Kentucky sports-related inductees from previous 
years whose achievements are denoted in brass plaques affi  xed 
in the corridors of Louisville’s Freedom Hall arena, the Class of 
2009 has eight inductees: Shelby County star and University of 
Kentucky basketball standout, the late Mike Casey; Kentucky 
State scoring sensation Travis “Th e Machine” Grant; founder of 
Louisville Golf Co. and owner of Persimmon Ridge Golf Course, 
the late Elmore Just; University of Kentucky basketball star Patti 
Jo Hedges-Ward; legendary Clay County High School coach 
Bobby Keith; champion swimmer and Louisville St. Xavier High 
School coach Marty O’Toole; infl uential sports fi gure and minor 
league baseball power broker, Dan Ulmer; and award winning 
turf writer for the Lexington Herald-Leader, Maryjean Wall.

KENTUCKY ATHLETIC 
HALL OF FAME 
EVENT BENEFITS 
KOSAIR CHARITIES

EIGHT INDUCTEES NAMED TO HALL OF FAME AND 
TOP HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETES HONORED AT EVENT

(Seated, L-R) Lawren Just (accepting for Elmore Just), Travis Grant, Patti 
Jo Hedges-Ward, Dan Ulmer, Maryjean Wall,  (Standing, L-R) Emcee Dick 
Gabriel, Jordan Whiting, Marty O’Toole, Laura Casey Lake (accepting for 
Mike Casey), Bobby Keith, Adia Mathies, KAHF president Jim Ellis.

Photo by Jim Reed

ADIA MATHIES AND JORDAN WHITING 
HONORED AS THE 2009 KENTUCKY 
FARM BUREAU HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETES OF THE YEAR                                         

Th e Kentucky Farm Bureau Female High School 
Athlete of the Year, Adia Mathies, has been one 
of the top girls’ basketball players in the state for 
a number of years. She has signed to play for the 
University of Kentucky. Th e Louisville senior lead 
the Lady Raiders to a 33-1 record and the state 
title, while holding a 3.5 grade point average. 
Mathies was ranked by ESPN as the 13th best 
shooting guard in the country and 65th overall 
player. She was recently named Kentucky’s Miss 
Basketball. 

Th e Kentucky Farm Bureau Male High School 
Athlete of the Year, Jordan Whiting, was a 
linebacker on the Trinity football team. Th e 
Louisville senior became the fi rst person in school 
history to be part of four state championship 
football teams and has signed to play for Ohio 
State University. Whiting was named fi rst-team 
All-State as a junior and senior, named to three 
fi rst-team All-American teams as a senior, was a 
fi nalist for Mr. Football, and was a nominee to the 
U.S. Army All-American Bowl.

He was a fi nalist in the National Alliance of African 
American Athletes’ Watkins Award.Whiting also 
helped Trinity win state titles in wrestling, power 
lifting, and track and fi eld while holding a 3.8 
grade-point average.

Th e awards were voted on by sportswriters and 
sportscasters from across the state and were 
sponsored by Kentucky Farm Bureau Insurance Co. 

“For the past 20 years, Kentucky Farm Bureau has 
been proud to support and be affi  liated with the 
Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame which recognizes 
superior athletic achievement, all the while lending 
support to Kosair Charities,” said Kentucky Farm 
Bureau second vice president Eddie Melton. 
“We congratulate both Adia and Jordan on their 
outstanding accomplishments and recognize the 
bright future they have ahead of them as they 
move forward in their careers.” 
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KOSAIR CHARITIES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JERRY WARD, AIF©

Chairman

WENDELL P. WRIGHT
Vice Chairman

RON MILLER, CPA
Treasurer

EDDIE CHRISMAN
Past Potentate, Secretary

C. BROWN ALLEN
Past Potentate

KIRK CARTER
Chief Rabban

RANDY COE, AIF©

Potentate

JIM FISHER, SR.
Past Potentate

J. B. HITT
General Grand Treasurer

TOM LARIMORE
Treasurer, Grand Lodge of Kentucky

PATRICK MILLER

JOHN E. MOYERS
Sovereign Grand Inspector General

DAVID OWEN
Assistant Rabban

KENNETH REISS
Past Potentate

ALTON H. ROBERTS, JR., AIF©

Past Potentate

GLEN STUCKEL

SAMUEL G. SWOPE
Board Member Emeritus

J. MEMORY TOWNSEND

KOSAIR CHARITIES 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
RANDY COE, AIF®

President

JO BARRETT
Vice President of Programs & Special Events 

CHANDLER BLEWETT, JD
Vice President of Development

ERIC R. CHURCHILL
Vice President of Development

TOM O’BRYAN, CPA, AIF®

Senior Vice President and Chief Financial Offi cer

MIKE SCHNEIDER
Vice President of Facility Management & Planning

VICKY WEBER
Vice President of Business Relations

KOSAIR CHARITIES
EVENTS CALENDAR

 AUGUST

AUGUST 6 - 9:  National Street Rod Association Show, Kentucky Exposition  
  Center. Information available at www.nsra-use.org. 
  Volunteers needed.
AUGUST 8:  Antique Tractor & Engine Show, Tompkinsville
  Spencer County Health Fair
AUGUST 20-30:  Kentucky State Fair, Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville
  Volunteers needed.
AUGUST 22:   Fat Boy Golf Classic, Woodhaven Country Club, Louisville
AUGUST 31:  Kosair Charities/McDonald’s Golf Classic, 
  Hurstbourne Country Club, Louisville

 SEPTEMBER

SEPTEMBER 10: W. Barnett Owen Society luncheon, 
  Kosair Shrine Temple, Louisville
SEPTEMBER 12: UPS Golf Outing, Quail Chase, Louisville
SEPTEMBER 20:  Belle of Louisville Cruise with Kosair Shriners 
  and Kosair Charities
SEPTEMBER 21:  O’Charley’s Golf Scramble

 OCTOBER

OCTOBER 2-4: St. James Court Art Show, Louisville
OCTOBER 3: Churchill Downs replica playhouse auction in partnership  
  with Brooklawn Child and Family Service’s Concours 
  d’Elegance event, Churchill Downs, Louisville
OCTOBER 5:   Cole’s Classic at Audubon 
OCTOBER 7:  Hooters Golf Scramble, Glen Oaks Country Club, Louisville
OCTOBER 13:   Grants Night at Kosair Shriner Temple
OCTOBER 20:   Kosair Charities Special Kids Night at the Zoo

 DECEMBER

DECEMBER 6:  Kosair Kid’s Holiday Party 

For more information about Kosair Charities events, visit www.kosair.org or call (502) 637-7696.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Kosair Charities relies on volunteers to assist with special events and administrative tasks. A 
volunteer meeting is held the fi rst Tuesday of each month, March through December, at 5:30 
p.m. at the Kosair Charities Center, 982 Eastern Parkway in Louisville, Kentucky.

For more information about the program, or to register for the next volunteer meeting, 
contact Karen Ernspiker at (502) 637-7696 or kernspiker@kosair.org.
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PROTECTING 
THE MOST 
PRECIOUS 
GIFT OF ALL
Since 1923 Kosair Charities has 
had one primary mission – helping 
children in need. Kosair Charities 
knows that the quality of a child’s 
tomorrow depends largely on 
the quality of health, medical 
treatment, and support a child 
receives today. Th at’s why over the 
years Kosair Charities has given 
more than $216 million to serve 
thousands of children and provide 
them a second chance at life.

Contact us at:
Kosair Charities 
PO Box 37370
Louisville, Kentucky 40233-7370
(502) 637-7696, (888) 454-3752
www.kosair.org

© 2009 Kosair Charities. All rights reserved.

RECEIVE
KITE TALES 
IN YOUR INBOX
Kosair Charities’ award-winning 
newsletter Kite Tales is now 
available by e-mail. To receive an 
electronic issue of the newsletter, 
go to www.kosair.org and enter 
your e-mail address.

Change a 
child’s life
Kosair Charities has changed the lives 
of hundreds of thousands of children by 
providing the highest quality of health care 
for those who had nowhere else to turn. 
Th rough support from generous donors, 
children receive the medical attention they 
desperately need and deserve.

If you know a child who is in need of 
our help or if you would like to make a 
contribution, please call Kosair Charities 
at (888) 454-3752 or connect online at 
www.kosair.org.
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